
CHERITON HAND BELLS AND BELL-PLATES

This  record endeavours to bring together  (at  least some of)  the fascina ng historical  threads
which explain the origins of, what has become, a unique and valuable collec on of hand bells &
bell plates (evidently also known as belleplates).  The sheer quan ty and condi on of which is
essen ally  thanks  to  a  handful  of  dedicated  people  who  have  given  their  me,  skill,  effort,
musicality and money so that present and future genera ons of Cheriton ringers may enjoy the
delights of making music together.  A number of past ringers and benefactors have sadly now
passed away, whilst others have since moved out of the area. However, there are a significant
number who are s ll living within the village, for whom these bells hold a special place in their
hearts. 

From what I understand, at one me there were actually two sets of privately-owned hand bells
which were played within the village.

However, this par cular ‘core’ set of 15 bells was originally purchased by a Mr Wild, whilst he was
living at nearby Preshaw Lodge (Mr Wild was the grandfather of a certain Hector Wild, to whom I
refer later). Either he (or his son, HW’s father) became landlord of ‘The Chequers’ public house at
Ropley and subsequently became the landlord of The (then, new) H.H. Inn in Cheriton (the original
building having evidently burned down). Apparently Mr Wild brought the original set of hand bells
with him to  The H.H., where they  subsequently  used to hang behind the bar and were regularly
played in that pub and  generally  within the village.  At that me, there were three ale  or  public
houses/inns in the village, but The H.H. (or ‘The Hs’, as it was locally  known) happened to be the
establishment which was favoured by the Harfields at that me!

In a le er from Hector Wild dated 24th February 1949 to local blacksmith and ringer, Percy Harfield
of The Forge, Cheriton (Geoff Harfield’s father), he stated that it was his (HW’s) father’s wish that
the bells should remain within the village.

In a subsequent le er dated 29th January 1952 from Hector Wild to Geoff Harfield, who was also a
ringer like his father (shown 4th from the right in the photo below) he stated that, whilst his father
had “wished the bells to go to the old team of ringers ... if they have passed them on to your young
team, well they are now yours...”
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GEOFF HARFIELD & THE CREATION OF THE HARFIELD TRUST

CHERITON VILLAGE CLASSES AND THE CHERITON GOLDEN PLATES 

(wri en by ringer & benefactor, Pat Thornton)

When Geoffrey Harfield died suddenly in 1997 (at a Cheriton Players’ commi ee mee ng), he le
instruc ons in his will  that a Trust should be established ‘The Harfield Trust’ and that the income
derived from the invested capital should be equally divided to benefit Cheriton Primary School for
educa onal purposes (albeit verbally, he wished it to be for the furtherance of music, but without any
legal obliga on) and to St Michael & All Angel’s Church for religious purposes (albeit, he stated his
wish in wri ng that it should be used to pay or supplement the pay of the Church organist, to ensure
that his/her remunera on was always in accordance with the scale laid down by the Diocesan Guild
of Organists - which, during his 46 years’ period as organist, it evidently never was!  Similarly, this
wish is without any legal obliga on).

John  Lunt  (Geoffrey’s  solicitor)  and  Paul  Hellard,  were  executors  of  Geoff’s estate  and  his  first
Trustees and, whilst sor ng his affairs, they found this boxed set of 15 hand bells stored in his a c.
Therefore, in an effort to make sure that the bells might always remain within the village and be
available for bone-fide village ringers to use, in December 1997 Paul asked the then Captain of The
Bells at St. Michael’s Church, Christopher Gardner  QC, if it might be possible for the holder of that
office to act as custodian of these bells in perpetuity, so that they could always remain within the
village  and be kept  safe  and secure,  maintained and insured whilst  always  being available to be
loaned to approved groups of ringers within the village.  At the same me, this course of ac on was,
naturally, also discussed and approved by the then Rector of Cheriton, The Rev. Robert Williams.

Subsequently, as Chris Gardner was aware that the ‘Cheriton Golden Plates’ were looking to expand
and that they wished to obtain some handbells, he therefore offered this set of bells for them to use
and, in addi on, assisted in arranging for their restora on.

As the bells were evidently in rather poor condi on, leader and musical director, Jill Mack with her
team of ringers then embarked upon raising sufficient funds not only to fully restore this set of bells,
but also to substan ally augment them to their present number (27 bells plus the plates, as at 2022).
This also included the addi on of cymbals, music stands, protec ve blankets & table cloths, padded
flight cases for safe storage and transporta on, as well as gloves for use when handling the bells.

In the bar at the HH Inn (Geoff Harfield is le  of centre)
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CHERITON VILLAGE CLASSES & THE CHERITON GOLDEN PLATES
(wri en by local member & benefactor, Pat Thornton)
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CHERITON GOLDEN PLATES & HANDBELLS PERFORMING AT CHERITON
MILLENNIUM CELEBRATIONS, WITH LEADER JILL MACK

When the ‘Cheriton Golden Plates & Handbells’ ceased ringing in 2001, local leader Jill Mack (centre le
front) arranged for the equipment to be  safely  stored  pro-tem  at Kipping Co age,  owned by fellow
ringer Mary Keer (2nd from le ).

The  combined  photographs  below show  all  of  the  (carefully  restored  and  substan ally  improved  /
augmented)  equipment which,  by arrangement  with  her executors  and  Jill  Mack,  Paul  subsequently
collected for safe-keeping from Kipping Co age a er Mary had, sadly, passed away.
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A few interes ng insights extracted from my correspondence with the former 
leader & musical director of The Cheriton Golden Plates & Handbells, Jill Mack …

… our team of ringers have always cared for The Cheriton handbells in a professional way. Gloves were 
always used when playing or handling them and, when res ng, they were put down on blankets to protect 
them.  They were then carefully packed away a er they were played.

Geoff’s bell team at the H.H. pub played with great enjoyment I am sure but, they were very differently 
handled! The condi on they were in then was dreadful and it involved ge ng them totally re-tuned, polished 
and restored, complete with new leather handles. 

Most of our team learned to read music and did not play by ear.  All our team paid towards everything we did
and enjoyed fund raising, where large sums of money were o en involved. Especially when we purchased 
new bells from Chappell Bells in London.

It was with great sadness that, because of health reasons, I had to step down in 2001 and, regre ably, our 
team then folded.  But playing handbells was always hugely enjoyed by us all … 
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Finally, for the benefit of those who never had the chance to know him, I have copied
below a couple of pages from my original eulogy for Geoff . . .

Geoff’s grave is just outside the east window of St Michael & All Angels’ Church
(...and his proximity to the organ, as well as to altar, is no coincidence!)

15



UPDATE AS AT JULY 2023:  As previously agreed with Jill Mack, leader & Musical Director of Cheriton Golden
Plates & Cheriton Handbells and with the approval of several local former members of that group, the two
boxed sets of Bell Plates are currently on loan to Cheriton Village School (under the kind supervision of their
Head of Music, Dorothy France). Similarly, the handbells (in their flight cases) plus all of the other associated
Cheriton Golden Plates & Handbells’ equipment (as described earlier) are presently securely housed within
the bell tower of St Michael & All Angel’s Church, Cheriton (by the kind agreement of Cheriton PCC).  Whilst
it is my personal opinion that Cheriton Golden Plates & Handbells together with Jill Mack now clearly have a
majority interest in all of this equipment, I believe that the Harfield Trust s ll has a certain responsibility to
respect Geoff Harfield’s original intent and wishes.  So, for the sake of completeness, the current Trustees of
The Harfield Trust are Penny Sco , Sophie Beardmore-Gray, Simon Murfi  & Paul Hellard.

 Paul Hellard (with special thanks to Jill Mack & Chris Gardner)
February 2022 + updates in 2023 (E&OE)
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